
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Petersham, we work to 
provide a happy, safe and caring            

environment where children 
have the  opportunity  to 
become responsible and 

independent learners and 
achieve to the best of their 

ability. 

Address: 25 Hunter Street, Petersham 2049 

E: petersham-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au  

P: 9560 9665 

FORTNIGHTLY NEWSLETTER 

TERM 1, 2025 

 

March 

Wednesday 12-NAPLAN commences 

Thursday 13—Assembly @ 2:35pm 

Thursday 20—Cross Country Carnival 

@ Petersham Park 

Friday 21—Colour Run @ 2:30pm & 

Welcome BBQ 3:30-5:00pm 

Thursday 27—Assembly @ 2:35pm 

Monday 31– 9 April—Parent Teach-

er Interviews 

 

April 

Monday 31– 9 April—Parent Teach-

er Interviews 

Thursday 10—Easter Hat Parade @ 

2:30pm 

 

 

LAST DAY OF TERM 1 2025 

FRIDAY 11 APRIL 

 

FIRST DAY OF TERM 2 2025 

WEDNESDAY 30 APRIL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office Hours 
The School Office hours are 
8:45am—3:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explicit Teaching  

At Petersham PS, we take a school-wide approach to 

explicit teaching, which incorporates modelled, guid-

ed and independent practice. Students learn best in 

safe and inclusive environments that consider the 

cultural, social, emotional, behavioural and physical 

aspects of learning. Our teachers hold high expecta-

tions of learning for every student. They use their 

deep knowledge of curriculum and their understand-

ing of how learning occurs to plan effective learning 

for all students. There are a range of strategies that 

our teachers use to optimise learning for each stu-

dent.   

 

Explicit teaching works because it aligns with how students process, store, and retrieve infor-

mation. When implemented effectively, explicit teaching works for all students across all year 

groups and ability levels. Please reach out to your child’s teacher if you would like more infor-

mation about explicit teaching practices.  

 

Parent-Teacher Interviews 

We will be holding our parent—teacher interviews this term between Monday 31st March to 

Wednesday 9th April. Bookings open on 17th March via the School Bytes parent portal.  If your 

child requires a personalised learning and support plan, this will be discussed during the interview, 

so that you can provide your input. Prior to meeting your child’s teacher, we ask you to jot down 

any questions or comments that you have. Common questions include: 

• What are the children working on now? 

• Is there anything about my child’s needs that I should know? 

• Does my child ask questions, participate in class discussions and other activities?  

• Who are my child’s friends? 

• How is my child progressing in comparison to others in the year?  

• Is there anything I can be doing to help my child at home?  

• Do you have any concerns about my child?  

• My child is high potential/gifted. How do you support their learning?  

Remember you and the teacher are partners in your child ’s learning. Teachers want to help stu-
dents achieve their best—we are on the same team. 

 



Petersham PS kids rock!  

In the pool 

 

Sydney Olympic Park Aquatic Centre (SOPAC) was buzzing on Monday as students from across 

Sydney East nervously arrived for the regional swimming carnival. Hux and Darcy represented 

our school with pride, with both setting personal best times.  

 

If you count up to 31, one second at a time, by the time you’ve finished, Eva has touched the 

wall in 50m freestyle. She swam up a storm at SOPAC and walked away with 1st place in 50m 

free, 3rd place in 100m free, 4th place in 50m back and 6th place in 50m fly. Eva now moves 

onto the State swimming titles and has also been named in the relay team. Go, Eva!  

 

All of the students should feel very proud of their achievements.    

 

 

On the field 

Three of our very talented students recently attended the Metropolitan East Australian Football 

Primary All Schools Girls 12 Years and Under selection trials. Bonnie, Livvy and Elise spent the 

day at Centennial Parklands honing their skills before participating in a range of matches. Each 

game lasted for 20 minutes and they played anywhere between 4-6 matches. We were thrilled 

to hear how well they played, with an extra shout our to our school vice captain, Elise, who was 

selected for the team. Elise will now play in June before a NSW team will be selected to com-

plete in the National Australian Football championship in QLD later this year.  

 

 

Our AFL success continues, with both Declan and Owen being selected for 

the Sydney East Primary Boys AFL regional team. Owen and Declan attend-

ed the event with Mr Barrett and Mr Bellamy. After 3 games at Wagener 

Oval, the selection committee named 32 students across the Sydney East 

region, out of over 200 students trialling. Congratulations to both Owen 

and Declan for their participation and cheers to Owen, who has made the 

Sydney East AFL squad. This achievement is extra special, as Owen is the 

only Year 4 student to make the team, with the remaining members in 

Years 5 or 6.  

 

 

 

In the classroom 

Ms Morgan and Ms Bairaktaridis were blown away by the skill of our recorder starters 

group during their rehearsal yesterday. After only three weeks, the children are already 

starting to read music, under the dedicated tutelage of Ms Sukkar. Our music pro-

gramme is alive and well at PPS and it’s not too late to join one of our many ensembles. 

For more information, go to https://www.petershampandc.org.au/music 

 

 

Colour Run 

The countdown is on to the Petersham PS colour Run! All money goes directly to the school for educational resources, including smart-

boards, books and maths resources. We are half way to our target of $20 000.  

Please sign up now! https://www.mycause.com.au/events/petershamcolourrun 

The event will be followed by the annual Petersham Public School Welcome BBQ that will run from 3.30pm-5pm (as this is after 
school hours, children must be supervised). There will be a sausage sizzle, drinks and fairy floss to purchase! 
 

 

 

 

https://www.petershampandc.org.au/music
https://www.mycause.com.au/events/petershamcolourrun


Tell Them From Me Survey Results summary 

Late last year, parents/carers, teachers and students were invited to participate in the Tell Them From Me (TTFM) surveys. The TTFM 
student, parent and teachers surveys are designed to capture students’ wellbeing and engagement at school, as well as a range of expe-
riences and attitudes of the school community toward school practices and procedures.  Below is a summary of responses, which can 
also be found in our Annual report for 2024, available on our website in Week 11 of this term. 

 

Parents and Carers 

51 parents/carers answered the 'Partners in Learning' Survey, which is based on a comprehensive questionnaire covering several as-
pects of parents, and carers', perceptions of their children's experiences at home and school. With a maximum score of 10, the school 
mean when asked if parents feel welcome at the school was 8.5. When asked about feeling well informed about school activities the 
mean score was 8.2 The NSW government norm in these areas is 7.2. 

99% of parents/carers had met with the teachers on one occasion, with 86% reporting they met two or three times. 

The school scored well above the NSW Government norm in all areas regarding how the school supports learning and confirmed that 
the school supports positive behaviour with the school mean on these questions 7.7/10 and 8.0/10 respectively. 

 

Students 

76 students answered the survey questions with 91% reporting they have positive behaviour at school. Student results were above the 
NSW government mean when reporting on advocacy at school and having a positive sense of belonging. 

An area for improvement is the number of shaded areas around the school, with 33% of children either neutral or disagreeing that 
there are enough covered areas to go when it is hot or raining. The school and P&C are currently investigating all weather shade sails 
over the netball court, to assist with this concern. 

Additionally, 29% of students would like clearer goals to inform their learning, which is higher than the state average of 26% of stu-
dents. This will be a focus area for 2025. 

 

Staff 
Staff results were equal or exceeded state norms across seven of the eight drivers for learning. These drivers include learning culture, 
collaboration, leadership, data, inclusivity, parent involvement and teaching strategies. The notable exception was in Technology, spe-
cifically, that students use interactive technology to track progress towards their learning goals. At this time, this is not in the strategic 
excellence plan for 2025, as teachers feel highly confident in the providing oral or written feedback to enhance student learning. 
 

Excellence in Wellbeing and Inclusion Body 

• Why is the  partnership between home and school so important?  

At Petersham Public School, we firmly believe that strong collaboration between parents, carers and staff is essential for the holistic 
development of our students. This partnership serves as the foundation upon which we build a supportive and nurturing environment 
where every child can thrive academically, socially and emotionally.  

The third strategic direction in our School Excellence Plan is, Authentic Partnerships and Continuous Improvement. We are committed to 
maintaining high expectations of ourself and students and delivering an outstanding education.  By aligning our goals and expectations, 
we can create a unified approach to support student learning and growth. Together, we can set clear objectives and provide the neces-
sary resources to help our children thrive. 

• What is the Excellence in Wellbeing and Inclusion Body? 

Last year, with the support and guidance of parent Conn Sheehan, teachers, PACC, students and the P&C, we established the Excellence 
in Wellbeing and Inclusion Body.  The body was established in response to parents/carers wanting a better idea of resources to support 
neurodiversity and how we ensure our diverse range of learners in the community are thriving.  

 

• What does the Excellence in Wellbeing and Inclusion Body do? 

So far, we have established a parent library, hired an additional School Learning Support Officer and arranged Amy Haddadi parent 
workshops. In 2025 we would love to have you join the Wellbeing and Inclusion Body!  We are exploring parent and child workshops, 
additional resources for the school (including an early intervention SLSO) and we would be thrilled to partner with you as we continue 
our commitment to excellence in Wellbeing and Inclusion.  

 

• How do I join?  

To join, please complete the google form here  

Please complete the form, even if you emailed Beth last year, so that we can create the 2025 committee list.  

 

• When is the first meeting? 

Our first meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd April from 8.30am—9.30am in the staffroom. Pending your availability, we can supply 
a link for you to join virtually.  

https://forms.gle/A3KUwECZ5WYK1TrV6




  
 










